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The Sultan of Oman maintains a small navy to keep
down piracy in these waters. He has also long enjoyed
the benefit of a close alliance with England, which, while
adding to his prestige amongst his own subjects, guaran-
tees him from any overt acts on the part of Turkey or
Persia. His States are fairly well governed, justice is
efficiently administered, and peace secured within his
borders, which merge everywhere inland with the desert.

5. Climate: JRainless Zone.

The prevailing climatic conditions are intense heat
and dryness. The zone of maximum heat on the sur-
face of the globe in July embraces the whole of the
Persian Gulf, the greater part of the Eed Sea, and of the
intervening Arabian peninsula. This also comprises one
of the rainless regions, where rain falls only at intervals
of from one to three or four years. Even the periodical
wet seasons, to which Yemen and some other favoured
tracts are exposed, are occasionally interrupted by
counter-atmospheric currents from Africa, and then whole
provinces have to depend for two or three years at a
time on their wells, tanks, and other reservoirs. , It is
the vicinity of the African Sahara that prevents Arabia
from enjoying, as India does, the full benefit of the moist
winds from the Indian Ocean. Hence in summer, when
India is often deluged by tropical downpours, the south
coast of Arabia swelters under the vertical rays of a
fierce sun, and the parched-up land finds no shelter
either in an overcast sky or a leafy vegetation. Thus
has been developed in the course of ages the great
Southern Desert, surpassing the Sahara itself in absolute
aridity and barrenness. But as the land rises towards
the Yemen highlands the glass naturally falls, the
nights become pleasantly cool, and the tanks here freeze